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State Water Quality Control Board - Strategic Workplan for 
the Bay-Delta

The need to more fully coordinate water quality and water rights 
activities and complement activities and priorities identified by 
the Blue Ribbon Task Force are the key drivers to the State Water 
Quality Control Board setting out to tackle things beyond their 
core water quality permitting program.  The State Water Quality 
Control Board together with the Central Valley and San Francisco 
Regional Boards (collectively Water Boards) have established a Strategic 
Workplan for activities in the Bay-Delta.   Published in June 2008, 
the Strategic Workplan outlines the activities the Water Boards 
will pursue in the next five years to “protect the Bay-Delta and the 
public trust”.  The information developed under this workplan 
will allow the Water Boards to make informed decisions as well as 
encourage the regulated community to take action.

The workplan identifies nine broad elements of activities which 
will be carried out under coordinated efforts between the Water 
boards and other entities:   
	 1.	 Water Quality and Contaminant Control 
	 2.	 Comprehensive Monitoring Program 
	 3.	 Southern Delta Salinity and San Joaquin River  
		  Flow Objectives 

	 4.	 Suisun Marsh Management, Preservation, and Restoration 
	 5.	 Comprehensive Review of the Bay-Delta Plan, Water 
		  Rights, and Other Requirements to Protect Fish and 		
		  Wildlife Beneficial Uses and the Public Trust 
	 6.	 Activities to Ensure that the State Water Project’s (SWP) and 	
		  Central Valley Project’s (CVP) Methods of Diversion in the 	
		  Delta are Reasonable, Beneficial, and Protect the Public Trust 
	 7.	 Water Right Compliance, Enforcement, and Other Activities 	
		  to Ensure Adequate Flows to Meet Water Quality Objectives 
	 8.	 Water Use Efficiency 
	 9.	 Other Activities

Fundamental changes are inevitable in the Delta.  Environmental 
drivers (climate change, sea level rise, salinity, emerging non-native 
species) and man-caused land subsidence are transforming the 
landscape of the Delta.   It is expected that within 50 years many 
Delta islands will be flooded completely.  The crumbling of the Delta 
is a concern of not only the Delta dwellers but also of the rest of the 
state which depends on the Delta as the hub of California’s water 
supply.   The SCAWT will continue to monitor Bay-Delta activities 
and present updates in the AgWater News to keep growers abreast 
of progress on this issue of vital importance to all Californians. 
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